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the front of the table and hoped ' that all things were found agreeable;' after which he passed the bell-rope round the back of the chair of the person who happened to sit at the head of the table, and, making a low bow at the door, retired."
But when he retired, it was only to read over the notes of the lecture that he was soon to deliver to these same guests. His ordinary, already in full swing, with its complement of cooks and waiters, was now supplemented by a lecture - room, and on November 21 the British Inquisition, which was to teach mankind universal wisdom, with Macklin as professor of things in general, opened its doors to a public that was at least able to appreciate the humorous side of poor Macklin's self-conceit. The following advertisement will explain the project and the projector's measure of himself and the public.
"At Macklin's Great Room in Hart Street, Covent Garden, this Day being the 2ist of November, will be opened
THE   BRITISH   INQUISITION.
This Institution is upon the plan of the ancient Greek, . Roman, and Modern French and Italian Societies of liberal investigation. Such subjects in Arts, Sciences, Literature, Criticism, Philosophy, History, Politics, and Morality, as shall be found useful and entertaining to society, will there be lectured upon and freely debated; particularly Mr. Macklin intends to lecture upon the Comedy of the Ancients, the use of their masks and flutes, their mimes and pantomimes, and the use and abuse of the Stage. He will likewise lecture upon the rise and progress of the modern Theatres, and make a comparison between them and those of Greece and Rome, and between each other; and he proposes to lecture also upon each of Shakespeare's Plays ; to consider the original stories from whence they are taken ;